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“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  Then suddenly the 

Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you 

desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.  2 But who can endure the day of his coming?  

Who can stand when he appears?  For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.  
3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like 

gold and silver.  Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 
4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone 

by, as in former years.  

 

 

I don’t remember where I was, it might have been at Lantz’s pharmacy,  it could have 

been Martins, it may even have been in my car I as I drove in to work, but at some point this last 

week I heard it, Johnny Mathis’ Need a Little Christmas.  ♫ Need a little Christmas, right this 

very minute, candles in the windows, carols at the spinet, need a little Christmas, right this very 

minute, need a little Christmas now!♫   I don’t even know where I was when I heard it but I 

know it’s been stuck in my head ever since then.  I actually had to look up those lyrics too, 

because the version that keeps playing in my head is just “need a little Christmas” repeated over 

and over again. 

You must have noticed it by now, that sentiment that “we need a little Christmas.”  It 

isn’t just Americans; it’s not even limited to Christians.  Billions of people around the world look 

forward to this season every single year.  So why is that?  What are they looking forward to?  Is 

it the fruitcake, the jingle bells, or the trees and lights, or presents and fudge or any of the other 

wonderful things associated with this festive season?  I’m not going to lie; I enjoy those things.  

But I don’t really need them, none of us do.  And if that’s what we look forward to the most in 

the Christmas season, then we’re really doing ourselves a disservice. 

Johnny Mathis wasn’t wrong.  We do need Christmas.  And not just a little Christmas 

either, we need all of it.  Not all of the frivolous, little niceties associated with Christmas but all 

of the full meaning of what Christmas really is.  Above everything else, what we really, truly 

“need” out of Christmas is the free, and gracious love of God.  Last week we lit the candle of 

hope on our advent wreath and we focused on a beautiful message of hope from the prophet 

Jeremiah.  This week we light the second candle, which represents love and we get to look at 

another beautiful passage from another of God’s messengers, Malachi.  As you hear those words 

again listen for that message of love: “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 

before me.  Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger 

of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.  2 But who can 

endure the day of his coming?  Who can stand when he appears?  For he will be like a 

refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.  3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 

purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.  Then the LORD will have men who 

will bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.  
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Did you catch it?  If you just skim through quickly you might not come away thinking 

“Oh man, this passage is packed full of love.”  I mean, it’s talking about soap and fire, and gold 

and silver; the word “love” wasn’t even in there.  But if we break it down verse by verse, then we 

really see God’s love shining through this prophecy from Malachi. 

In verse one, God tells us He is going to send a messenger to His people to prepare the 

way for the LORD.  And we know from Jesus Himself that that messenger was John the Baptist.  

Malachi wasn’t the only prophet who spoke about John; Isaiah foretold his coming too.  We 

heard saw a part of that prophecy repeated in our Gospel lesson.  Isaiah spoke of a voice of one 

calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  
5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall 

become straight, the rough ways smooth. (Lk 3:4-5). 

But is that actually what happened?  John wasn’t actually bulldozing hills or filling in 

potholes.  The obstacles he was removing were the obstacles his countrymen had in their hearts.  

Many of them were living as hypocrites.  They said they were waiting for the Messiah, but in the 

meantime, they were living selfishly, extorting other people, complaining about their pay, and 

cheating others out of what they had honestly earned.  John had a pretty harsh warning for people 

like that, The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 

good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire (Lk 3:9).  True believers show their faith 

through the way they live their lives, but the crowds that were coming to John weren’t doing that 

so he pointed them to their sins and he called them to repentance.  “Mountains and hills” were 

“brought low” when the pride of Pharisees and Sadducees was rebuked, and the “valleys” were 

filled when lowly and penitent souls received the assurance of forgiveness of sins.  Whether it 

was rebuke or pardon that he was preaching, he was showing them God’s love. 

The crowds that Malachi was preaching to weren’t much different.  About 100 years had 

passed since they had returned from exile in Babylon.  The temple was rebuilt and the people sat 

back and waited patiently and faithfully for the coming Messiah… for a few days anyway.  Then 

they started grumbling and complaining and turning away all over again.  If you read on a little 

farther in Malachi 3 you’ll see that their selfishness wasn’t just effecting each other, they were 

even robbing God by not faithfully giving back to Him from what He had given them. 

John and Malachi’s messages are really pretty similar.  The LORD is coming.  Ready or 

not, here He comes.  The time to repent of your sins and prepare your hearts for the LORD is 

now!  So, what do you think, are you ready?  Spiritually speaking, have you been putting your 

money where your mouth is?  Have you been producing fruit in keeping with repentance, using 

your gifts and your time to serve God and your neighbor instead of yourself? 

When we look back on 2015 (yeah it’s December already!), we realize that we haven’t 

been the perfectly selfless, faithful, obedient people that God wants us to be.  We’ve been selfish, 

not showing as much love to the people around us as God demands and we haven’t given Him 

the love that He deserves either.  So when we hear the words of verse two, they really hit home.  

Who can endure the day of his coming?  Who can stand when he appears?  For he will be 

like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 

When Jesus comes in judgment, He is going to wipe out every speck of sin He finds, like 

a silversmith burning away the impurities in a piece of precious metal or like a launderer 

scrubbing and bleaching the stains out of a piece of dirty cloth.  The sad thing is, our sin has a 

way of corrupting every aspect of our lives, our situation is so bad that if Jesus would have 

burned out all the imperfections or scrubbed away all of the stains there wouldn’t have been 
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anything left.  The answer to those questions Who can endure, and Who can stand is nobody.  

No one could stand before God’s righteous Judgment.    

We are sinful.  And we cannot stand before a righteous God.  So John’s message and 

Malachi’s message are clear.  Repent, and receive the forgiveness of sins.  God could have 

looked at us as the miserable lot of sin riddled people that we are, and just burned us up or 

thrown us away.  It would be exactly what we deserve.  But He didn’t do that.  Look at verse 

three.  God says that even though His people, even the Levites, the priests, were so completely 

corrupted with sin, He wasn’t going to give up on them.  Instead, He promises that this 

messenger of the covenant who was coming would purify them. 

God knew that if we were to go through the fire of His wrath there is no way that we 

could survive.  So He sent His Son to go through that fire for us.  Jesus experienced the full blast 

of that fire as He literally endured hell for us on the cross.  One by one, He paid for each and 

every one of our sins until they were all atoned for. 

I don’t know how much you know about the refining process of precious metals.  But I 

read something pretty cool about silver refining back in the day.  Apparently, the test that the that 

the refiner used to determine when all of the imperfections and impurities had been burned away 

was that he would look into the molten silver and when it had been entirely purified he could see 

his own face perfectly reflected in the sea of molten metal. 

That’s what Jesus has done for you.  With painstaking, deliberate, personal attention, He 

has purified you from all sin.  Now, when you stand before God He doesn’t see the times when 

you have been selfish, unfair, and unloving to your family, your friends, or your coworkers.  And 

He doesn’t see the days or months or years when you have been less than faithful to Him with 

your gifts and your time and your service.  What He sees is the perfect image of Jesus Christ 

reflected right back at Him.  

That’s what Christmas is about.  That’s why we need Christmas.  Jesus did not come into 

this world on that first Christmas to be an all-consuming fire that would destroy everyone who is 

sinful.  He came as the Lamb of God, to take away the sin of the world.  He came not to bring 

damnation for sin, but forgiveness, to bring us the gift of purification through His holy, precious 

blood.  And He did that because He loves you. 

Now, typically when we think of giving people gifts, we assume that it isn’t very polite to 

give something that you received as a gift from someone else.  We call it re-gifting; it’s generally 

frowned upon.  That isn’t the case with this gift of love that we’ve received from God.  In fact, 

He wants us to re-gift it, He even commands us to re-gift it.  He’s given us the gift of His love 

and now He’s giving us the opportunities to put that love to work in our lives.  That’s what 

Malachi is talking about in verse four, Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings 

in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord.  

Since believers have been purified blood of the Lamb of God, we are now able to bring offerings 

and sacrifices that are pleasing in God’s sight. 

We react to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of love.  We have not always worshiped 

wholeheartedly or had a healthy desire to study His Word.  We have abused the people God has 

placed around us in one way or another.  We have given poor offerings to the Lord.  We’ve done 

all of that and more, we’ve sinned in countless ways.  But we have been purified and washed 

clean of those sins, and that forgiveness gives us a new life to live for God.  That forgiveness 

empowers us so we love coming to church and studying God’s Word.  It motivates us to love and 

respect our family, friends, and neighbors.  And it leads us to give joyful offerings to the Lord in 

thanks for the sacrifices He has made for us.   
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Malachi helps remind us why we really need Christmas.  I don’t need Christmas so I can 

go to McDonalds and get an eggnog shake, or so I can listen to Burl Ives and Frank Sinatra sing 

me to sleep with their beautiful carols.  I need Christmas because I am selfish sinner who 

deserves to go to hell.  I need Christmas to remind me to repent of those sins and ask God for His 

mercy.  I need Christmas for the opportunity to go visit that manger where Jesus came into this 

world so that He bring the forgiveness and purification for those sins that only He could bring.  I 

need Christmas to remind me why I’m here.  I am here because of God’s love and the sole 

purpose of my life now is to reflect that love—to reflect His image—through everything I do. 

It’s interesting that Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament end with this message 

that message that Jesus is coming.  It’s interesting, because in the last book of the New 

Testament, St. John’s Revelation, Jesus ends on the same note.  He says, Yes, I am coming 

soon.  We look forward to that day, knowing that because of Jesus, we will endure the day of His 

coming.  We are ready for Him to come because He has washed our sins away.  And in the 

meantime, we let His light shine as we share the love that He has shown to us. 

To God alone be the glory.  Amen. 


